Communism and Reunion
and one has been struck by the similarity of their doctrines
and their keenness to come to an agreement; but that
very similarity may be a danger, in the same way that the
development of the High Church element in the Protes-
tant Churches in England has decreased the number of
conversions to Roman Catholicism. The Anglican Church
brings you so near to all that is comforting in the Catholic
Church, that many people feel it unnecessary to go any
further, and are unwilling to take that extra step which
would bring them into line with an international Pope,
rather than a national Archbishop of Canterbury.
The Vatican, however, is adamant on one point, and
that is that for discipline, organisation and general guidance
on Church matters, there can only be one head, who must
be the Pope. The Catholic Church argues that Christ
cannot have taught half a dozen different forms of what is
right. There can only be one Christian doctrine that is
right, and therefore dxere can only be a real agreement
under one head. This does not mean that the Churches
cannot have their own languages and their own organisa-
tions with regard to such matters as marriage of the
clergy, and the forms of service, even to the extent of
taking the Communion in two forms.
At the beginning of the Pope's reign, under the leader-
ship of Lord Halifax and Cardinal Mercier, a series of
talks were initiated at Malines in Belgium, They had the
Pope's blessing and were fruitful, up to a point, but in the
end they did not go very far, and rumour has it that they
met with considerable opposition from those Catholics
in Great Britain whose ancestors had for so long
the brunt of Catholic persecution.
These things move slowly, and it does not look *